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    There are always things in life that are outside of our control. Sometimes 

    you have to buy something you don't have the money for. At times like 

    this, having a credit card can be pretty nice. But it's not so nice once 

    the bill comes. Sometimes you can't help but use your credit card. You may 

    need some advice on how to better maintain your finances. Luckily, there 

    are a number of ways you can improve your situation.

The first 

    thing you should do is give your credit card company a call. Most 

    companies have toll-free customer service numbers. When you speak to the 

    customer service representative ask if you can get a lower interest rate 

    on your account. In minutes, they can tell you if you are eligible for 

    this service. It's an easy way to rein-in your mounting balances.

There 

    are a number of websites that offer to help with your credit card debt. 

    They can either give you advice that can help you get back on track, or 

    help you find a low-interest debt consolidation loan. Certain websites can 

    link you live to a representative who can walk you through the steps of 

    getting your debt under control. There are also several books and tapes 

    that offer advice on eliminating debt. You can purchase these online.

Whether 

    it's online or in person, credit counseling can help you to establish good 

    financial habits. It will help you to figure out where you went wrong and 

    what you can do to make it better. The services will work with your 

    current creditors to get your interest, and possibly even payments, 

    lowered. Credit card counseling can help you get your credit score back up 

    and keep it there.

Most credit counseling is free. Come equipped 

    with your financial information, a list of your creditors, and the amounts 

    of your debt. A good counselor will help you work out a plan that suits 

    you situation and decreases your debt one step at time.
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